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August 5, 2025 
 
 

Jackie Bray 
Commissioner 
New York State Division of Homeland  
Security and Emergency Services  
Building 7A, Suite 710 
Harriman State Office Campus 
Albany, New York 12242         
     
        Re: NYSIG 1929-168-2023 
        
Dear Commissioner Bray: 
 

On July 7, 2023, the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services (DHSES) alleged to the Office of the New York State Inspector General that  

, a DHSES fire protection specialist, filed with DHSES potentially false, inaccurate, or 
incomplete fire safety reports for inspections he purportedly conducted at New York State Office 
for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) facilities on March 15, 2023.  
Specifically, the complaint alleged that  claimed to have conducted fire safety inspections at 
12 facilities in Herkimer and Oneida Counties on the same day and such was an impossibility 
given the time required for a proper inspection as well as the travel time between facilities.  The 
facilities included two day program houses and ten Individualized Residential Alternatives 
(IRAs)—community residences that provide room, board, and services.  DHSES advised that 
following its discovery of  actions, it reinspected the 12 facilities in April 2023 to ensure 
compliance with relevant fire code.  Also at this time, DHSES placed  on administrative 
leave.  
 

The Inspector General reviewed the 12 inspection reports filed by  with DHSES and 
found that, of the 12 facilities  inspected on March 15, 2023, he found violations at only 
two.  The two facilities that were found to have violations were each issued a New York State 
Office of Fire Prevention and Control (OFPC) Notice of Violation.  Each Notice of Violation 
indicated the violation that needed to be addressed before reinspection and the date of 
reinspection.  As  found no violations at the remaining ten facilities, the inspections resulted 
in the issuance of an OFPC Certificate of Compliance for each facility, which are valid for one 
year.  
 

Chief Fire Marshal , who supervises  advised the Inspector General 
that each of  inspection reports were expected to be completed on site during each 
inspection, but that the agency allows inspection reports to be submitted up to five days after an 
inspection.  According to  a properly conducted inspection should last approximately 40 








