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4 World Trade Center
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New York, New York 10007

Re: OWIG 0388-322-2025

Dear Commuissioner Park:

On February 4, 2025, the Office of the New York State Welfare Inspector General
(OWIG) received a complaint alleging that“, a recipient of public assistance
benefits, may have misrepresented the address where she resides to the New York City Human
Resources Administration (HRA). Specifically, in late January 2025, New York’s health plan
marketplace, NY State of Health, sent mail toh at* Ave #3D, Brooklyn,
”? pertaining to the activation of Medicaid benefits for and her child,

. However, a person living at that address reported that does not live
there and the building at that address has no units designated “#3D.” The following is a
summary of the findings of OWIG’s investigation of this complaint.

Welfare Management System (WMS) records show that since 2019, has filed
applications with HRA using addresses in Brooklyn and Queens. From October 7, 2024, until
February 20, 2025, reported to HRA that her address was Avenue, Apt.
3D in Brooklyn. HRA records also show that submitted a letter to HRA from
which states that 1 niece, and lives with at
“home” located at ¢ Ave Brooklyn NY . On February 20,
submitted to HRA an address change to Boulevard, Apartment
, this address 1s
resided there from November 19,
1s information conflicts with HRA’s residency
and- living at the

2025,

“Queens. According to

,a family shelter, and
2024, through at least February 25, 2025.
records. As of Mai 14, 2025, HRA records continue to list

OWIG interviewed the owner of the condominium unit on the third floor ofF
Avenue in Brooklyn. The owner stated that there are only three units in the building, and
“Apartment 3D” 1s not a valid address. The correct designations for the residences in the
building are Unit 1, Unit 2, and Unit 3; the units are not referred to as “apartments,” and none of




the units are identified by a number/letter combination. The owner of Unit 3 also stated that she
does not know - or- and neither- nor- lives in the building.

Given these findings, I am referring this matter to your office to review the accuracy of
representations to HRA, specifically relating to her address, and for HRA to take any
administrative action deemed necessary.

Please advise this office of any action taken by HRA in response to this referral within

45 days of the date of this letter. If you require further information, please contact Andrew
Weiss, Attorney-in-Charge for Welfare Fraud at_ or Andrew.Weiss@ig.ny.gov.

Sincerely,

Lucy Lang
Inspector General

cc: Ann Marie Scalia, Esq.
General Counsel and Chief Legal Officer





