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[i]f the steward of the commission shall find that any person has violated any of the 
sections of this Subchapter or has been involved in any action detrimental to the 
best interests of racing generally, such steward may exclude such person from the 
grounds, or any portion of such grounds, of the association conducting the meeting 
for a period not exceeding 60 days, or such steward may suspend the license of such 
person from participating in racing in this State, for a period not exceeding 60 days, 
or both such exclusion and suspension; and if such steward considers necessary any 
further action, such steward shall promptly refer the matter to the commission.  
Such steward, in the exercise of his or her power under this section, shall consult 
with the steward of the racing association and the steward of The Jockey Club, 
affording them a reasonable opportunity to make recommendations relative to the 
action determined by the commission’s steward. 

 
Title 9 NYCRR Section 4002.19 – Financial responsibility 
 

In general, Part 4002 of the NYCRR sets forth rules and regulations as it pertains to 
licensing individuals who wish to participate in racing.  This provision considers the financial 
suitability of each licensing applicant.  Specifically, it states “any participant who shall accumulate 
unpaid obligations, default in obligations, issue drafts or checks that are dishonored or payment 
refused, or otherwise display financial irresponsibility reflecting on his or her experience, character 
or general fitness, shall be subject to refusal, suspension, or revocation of license.”  It should also 
be noted that this is the only provision that addresses the issue of financial suitability of a licensing 
applicant and/or licensee. 
 
9 NYCRR Section 4022.21 - Discretionary powers  
 

The steward has the discretion to take action as they deem appropriate if there are no 
applicable rules or regulations.  Specifically, “[i]f any case occurs that is not, or that is alleged not 
to be provided for by this Article, such case shall be determined by the stewards in such manner 
as they think just and conformable to the usages of the turf; and the stewards may impose such 
punishment and take other action in the matter as they may deem to be within the intent of this 
Article, including reference to the commission.” 
 
9 NYCRR Section 4022.22 – Limitation on punitive powers 
 

The stewards’ punitive powers are limited to those listed in Sections 4022.12 through 
4022.15.  The punitive powers of the stewards provided for in any section of this Article are limited 
to the powers provided for in sections 4022.12 (Power to exclude, suspend); 4022.13 (Imposition 
of civil penalty); 4022.14 (Appeal from penalty); and 4022.15 (Action by the commission). 
 
Handling of Financial Disputes 
 

According to Commission staff, if a financial dispute between licensed parties, such as an 
owner and a trainer, was brought to their attention they would attempt to mediate in an effort to 
help settle the dispute.  However, they would not withhold purse monies absent a civil judgment, 
although one steward indicated that he would occasionally prevent the entry of horses into races 
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of Counsel and/or the Director of the Division of Horse Racing and Pari-Mutuel 
Wagering  
 

2) The Commission should ensure that any action which results in the deprivation of 
property of another is properly documented. 

 
3) Lewandowski’s fitness to represent the Commission as a Steward should be 

reconsidered given his actions against licensees who have not been suspended or 
revoked, his lack of understanding as to his role vis- a-vis the Division of Horse Racing 
and Pari-Mutuel Wagering and the Commission as a whole, as well as his lack of 
record-keeping related to actions taken. 

 
4) Lewandowski’s conduct should be documented in his personnel file.  
 




