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ROCHESTER WOMAN ARRAIGNED FOR CASHING WORKERS’ 
COMPENSATION CHECKS INTENDED FOR HER DECEASED 

GRANDMOTHER 
 
ROCHESTER – New York State Inspector General Letizia Tagliafierro today announced the 
arraignment of a Rochester woman on charges that she defrauded the workers’ compensation system 
of more than $5,000 by endorsing and cashing wage reimbursement checks intended for her deceased 
grandmother. 
 
New York State Inspector General Tagliafierro stated, “This is an egregious case where an 
individual exploited the death of her grandmother for illicit gain. Workers’ compensation exists to 
provide a safety net for those truly injured in their line of work and in need of support. Unfortunately, 
unscrupulous individuals attempt to cheat the system. We continue to work to curtail workers’ comp 
fraud and hold those who steal accountable.”  
 
Brandy Sheppard, 37, previously of Rosalind Street in Rochester, was indicted August 23 by a Monroe 
County grand jury on charges of Grand Larceny in the third degree, Identity Theft in the first degree, 
and 23 counts of Criminal Possession of a Forged Instrument in the second degree, all felonies. 
Sheppard was arraigned today on the indictment charges and pled not guilty.  
 
An investigation by Inspector General Tagliafierro found that Sheppard’s grandmother passed away 
November 17, 2015. However, Sheppard received, endorsed and then cashed 23 workers’ 
compensation benefit checks intended for her grandmother between December 2015 and October 
2016. In total, Sheppard defrauded the workers’ compensation system by stealing $5,364.48 in benefits 
to which she was not entitled. 
 
Sheppard is scheduled to appear in Monroe County Court on September 25, 2019. 
 
Inspector General Tagliafierro thanked Monroe County District Attorney Sandra Doorley and her office 
for prosecuting this matter.  
 
The defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty in a court of law. 
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